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Academic Preparation: 

- I obtained the degree in Psychology (licenciatura) in 2002 at the Faculty of Psychology, University of Granada, Spain.


The Spanish Licenciatura is divided into five years and consists of about 40 courses (semestral or annual) and a so-called Practicum annual course. Particularly, many of the courses I took, as well as the Practicum course, put a special emphasis on Experimental Psychology. During the so-called Practicum I collaborated in actual psychological research and began developing some research skills.

- Between the years of 2002 and 2004 I have been a Ph. D. student in experimental psychology in the same faculty. The first of this two postgraduate years consisted of fifteen term courses (from which eight were to be chosen) that covered most areas of Cognitive/Experimental Psychology and Cognitive Neuroscience. The eight courses I took, and the corresponding professors, were the following:



( Behavioural Neuroplasticity. Milagros Gallo



( Visual Perception. Pío Tudela  & Andrés Catena



( Attention. Juan Lupiañez



( Memory and Knowledge Representation. Mª Teresa Bajo



( Cognitive Neuroscience. Pío Tudela



( Cognitive Ergonomics: J. Juan Cañas



( Multivariate Analysis. Andrés Catena



( Psycholinguistics. Alfonso Palma


In the second year I worked as a research assistant to Prof. Dr. Francisco J. Tornay (Faculty of Psychology, University of Granada, Spain) in partial fullfilment of the requisites to get the DEA (Advanced Studies Diplome), necessary to obtain the Ph.D in Experimental Psychology. This work focused on attentional consciousness-related issues. Specifically, I carried out research based on the task-switching paradigm. This collaboration resulted in a published paper, another one submitted for publication and another one in preparation, this last one based on the research carried for my pre-doctoral dissertation (read and approved on September 2004). 

In October 2004, I moved to the Trinity College Institute of Neuroscience, where I am carrying research as a Ph.D student under the supervision of Drs. Ruth Byrne and Hugh Garavan. This research aims to further clarify the role that attentional limitations play when people are facing reasoning tasks. It is envisaged that this behavioural research will progress to functional imaging research, and I am actually learning the imaging analysis software.
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Research Skills:
- E-Prime, software tool for designing psychological experiments.

- Statistical packages: SPSS and Statistica.

- AFNI, software tool for the analysis of functional brain images.

Languages:
- Fluent Spanish and English.

- I can read some French, Italian and Portuguese.

Others:

- I collaborated in the organization of the 11th conference of the European Society of Cognitive Psychology, held in Granada in September 2003.

- My main hobbies are music, videogames, and lazing in general.

